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THE EARLY WESTWARD MOVEMENT OF 
VIRGINIA, 1722-1734. 



As Shown by the Proceedings of the Colonial Council. 



Edited and Annotated by Charles E. Kemper, Washington, D. C 



(concluded. ) 



April 23, 1734. 

On reading a Petition from the Inhabitants on the North 
West side of the Blue Ridge of Mountains, praying that some 
person may be appointed as Magistrates* to determine Differ- 

*This order evidences the further advance of civilization in Vir- 
ginia toward the West. The administration of justice had now be- 
come necessary, and Fredericksburg, to which place the county seat ot 
Spotsylvania was removed in 1732, was at least eighty-five miles dis- 
tant from the Opequon settlement, with the Blue Ridge between 
them. The prayer of these petitioners was soon granted. In August, 
1734, the county of Orange was formed from Spotsylvania. East of the 
Blue Ridge it included territory embraced in present Orange, Culpep- 
er, Rappahannock, Madison and Green, while on the west it extended 
to "the utmost limits of Virginia." (Hening, Vol. IV., pp. 450-51.) 

This was probably the greatest political subdivision of territory 
ever created by legislative enactment of the Anglo-Saxon race. It 
included all the territory then belonging to Virginia west of the Blue 
Rid§e, which comprised all of present West Virginia, and the States of 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Its jurisdiction was real as far 
as the white settlements then extended westward. 

The first Justices composing the County Court of Orange were 
Augustine Smith, Goodrich Lightfoot, John Taliaferro, Thomas Chew, 
Robert Slaughter, Abraham Field, Robert Green, James Barbour, John 
Finlason, Richard Mauldin, Samuel Ball, Francis Slaughter, Zachary 
Taylor, John Lightfoot, James Petlow, Robert Eastham, Benjamin Cave, 
Charles Curtis, foist Hite, Morgan Morgan, Benjamin Burden, John 
Smith and George Hobson. The five justices last named are the same 
persons mentioned in this Order, and all of them resided in the vicinity 
of present Winchester. No person living within the limits of present 
Augusta county appears in this list, which indicates that in 1734 nearly 
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ences and punish Offenders in regard the Petitioners live far 
remote from any of the established Counties within the Colony, 
It is the Opinion of the Council that Joost Hyte. [Jost Hite] 
Morgan Morgan, John Smith, Benjamin Bourden [Borden] 
and George Hobson be appointed Justices within the Limits 
aforesaid, and that they be added to the Com'n of Spotsylvania 
until there be a sufficient Number of Inhabitants on the North- 
west side of the said Mountains to make a County of itself, 
But that the Persons above named be not Obliged to give their 
attendance as Justices of the Court of the County of Spotsylva- 
nia. 

A Petition of the Inhabitants on Shenando River in behalf of 
themselves and others intending to settle there praying that an 
address may be made to His Majesty to remit to the s'd In- 
habitants the Quit Rents* of their Lands for a Term not exceed- 
all of the inhabitants of the Virginia Valley resided in the present 
county of Frederick. 

The westward movement of Virginia was now commencing in earn- 
est, although it must be borne in mind that the country west of the 
Blue Ridge was still an almost unbroken wilderness. 

*In the act establishing Orange County, the inhabitants of the Valley 
were exempted from all taxes and parish levies for the space of three 
years. (Hening, Vol. IV, pp. 450451). Of Vincent Pearse and 
William Allen there is no definite information, except that the 
former was one of the early settlers in the vicinity of Winchester. 
Charles Chiswell was mentioned in the October number of the Maga- 
zine/ p. 135, note 15. 

The land embraced in this Order appears to have been located far 
up the Valley of the Potomac, probably in the vicinity of present Cum- 
berland, Md. The long dispute between Pennsylvania and Virginia 
relative to the boundary of the former colony is here foreshadowed. 
The details of this controversy are well known. In 1779 George 
Bryan, John Ewing and David Rittenhouse, representing Pennsylva- 
nia, and Rev. James Madison and Robart Andrews, representing Vir- 
ginia, were appointed to settle the question. The line between 
Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania was agreed upon August 31, 
1779, conditionally ratified by Virginia June 23, 1780, and by Pennsyl- 
vania September 23, 1780. April 1, 1784, the agreement as ratified by 
Virginia was accepted by Pennsylvania and the question finally settled. 
(See Craig's Controversy between Pennsylvania and Virginia, etc., 
Pittsburg, 1843). The territory in dispute embraced the present city 
of Pittsburg, then Fort Pitt, and was supposed by the Virginia Gov- 
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ing twelve years as an Encouragement for the more speedy 
peopling that remote place of this Dominion; and Also a Peti- 
tion of Vincent Pearse, William Allen & Charles Chiswell Gent, 
in behalf of themselves & others praying a grant of Sixty 
Thousand Acres of Land on the West side of the River Co- 
hingorooton [Cahongoronta] and bounding northerly on the 
East 7 West Lines of the Proprietors of Pennsylvania, were 
severally read at the Board, and thereupon it was resolved that 
application be made to His Majesty for removing all obstruc- 
tions to the settlement of that part of the county & for grant- 
ing such Temporary Exemptions and Encouragements to such 
of His Majesty's Subjects and foreign Protestants as shall come 
to inhabit there, as His Majesty shall judge most proper for the 
speedy Settlement of that Frontier, And further consideration 
of the said last mentioned Petition is postponed. 

April 30, 1734. 
On reading a Letter from Mr. Robert Brooke, Surveyor of 
the Lands on Shenando [Shenandoah] River. It is Ordered 
That the said Robert Brooke do prepare a Map* of the Lands 

ernment to be within the limits of Augusta county. Sessions of the 
Augusta County Court were held at Fort Pitt in 1775 an d 1776 by ad- 
journment from Staunton, Va. For names of Justices composing this 
court and its proceedings, see AnnaU of Carnegie Museum, Vol. I, pp. 
525-68, 1902. 

*No copy of this map is known to be in existence, although Council 
Order ot June 13, 1734, shows that it was prepared. The only contem- 
poraneous maps of this period extant are the Courses of the Rivers 
Rappahannock and Potowmack. etc., 1736-1737, and The Survey of the 
Northern Neck of Virginia, etc., 1736-1737. Copies of these maps are 
in the Library of Congress. They are both anonymous, but Phillips, 
in his Virginia Cartography, states that the former was probably 
prepared by the surveyors of Lord Fairfax, and the latter by Col. 
William Mayo. In the United Coast Survey Office there is a manuscript 
map prepared by Robert Brooke, showing the Potomac river from the 
mouth of the Shenandoah to Chapawamsick Creek, surveyed in 1737. 
The maps first above mentioned, correctly show the general topogra- 
phy of the country and illustrate the fact that the Piedmont section of 
the Northern Neck and the Shenandoah Valley then constituted the 
western verge of civilization in the colony. The settlements in the 
upper part of the Valley are not shown, doubtless because they were 
not within the controverted bounds of the Northern Neck. 
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lying on the said River and attend the Board with the same at 
the next Court of Oyer and Terminer for the better Explaining 
what is contained in the said Letter. 



June 12, 1734. 

Joost Hite having made proof of the Seating the Lands 
Conveyed to him by John & Isaac Vanmader [Van Meter] on 
the western side of Sherrando [Shenandoah] River by bring- 
ing thereon to Dwell one Family for each 1000 Acres and also 
part of the Land granted him and Robert Mackay and others 
thereunto adjoining, It is ordered that patents* be granted to 
the Several Masters of Families residing there for the Quanti- 
ties of Land Surveyed for them respectively pursuant to the 
Condition on which the s'd Land was First taken up and the 
Surveys now returned into the office. 

On hearing this Day at the Board the matter in dispute Be- 
tween Henry Willis Gent, and William Russellf touching a 

*An examination of the land records at Richmond shows that the 
patents here mentioned were not issued by the Colonial government. 
It has been observed that, commencing with the Council Orders to 
John Van Meter and Jacob Stover in 1730, Colonel Robert Carter, as 
agent of Lord Fairfax, had filed protests against these grants of land 
in the lower valley, claiming that they were within the Northern Neck. 
The Council was put upon notice to this effect as early as 1728, when 
Colonel Carter filed a caveat against the grant to Larkin Chew and 
others lor lands in the vicinity of Front Royal. ( Virginia Magazine, 
Vol. XIII, pp. 1 14-115). In 1733 Lord Fairfax addressed a petition to 
the King, setting up his claims to the lands in controversy, and an 
Order was made in Council restraining the Virginia Government from 
perfecting these grants until the boundaries of the Northern Neck 
could be definitely ascertained and settled. (Revised Code of Vir- 
ginia, 1819, Vol. II , pp. 344-46). This Order is evidence that in 1734 
forty families were settled on and near the Opequon in the vicinity of 
Winchester, and the colony must then have numbered about two 
hundred and fifty souls. 

fit is almost certain that this was the land taken up by Larkin Chew 
and others prior to October 18, 1728, mentioned in previous note. Thia 
effort of William Russell and Larkin Chew was the first attempt made 
by civilized man to acquire land in the Valley of Virginia. 
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Tract of Land Lying in Spotsylvania County on the East side 
of Sherrando River first taken up by the said Russell and divers 
other his partners in the year 1728. It is ordered that unless 
the said Russell do at the next Court of oyer and Terminer to 
be held in the month of December produce proper assignments 
from the persons who were first petitioners for the said Land 
and perfect his Survey of the 10,000 acres granted him in 
Spotsylvania County as a part of the 20,000 acres formerly 
allowed for him to Survey on Sherrando River and be ready 
then to take out his patent for the same he be excluded 
from all benefit of his Former Grant so far as Relates to the 
Land on the East side Sherrando River and that the same be 
granted to the said Henry Willis and it is further ordered that 
the Survey shall not Extend above ten miles up the River 
from the beginning at the Mouth of Happy Creek. 

On hearing this Day the matter in dispute between Robert 
Mackay Joost Hite* and others their partners and William 
Russell touching the right to Certain Lands on Sherrando River 

* The subsequent history of this grant is involved in the long litiga- 
tion between Jost Hite and Lord Fairfax, of which frequent mention 
has been made in these notes. By the year 1736 Hite and his partners 
had succeeded in settling fifty-four families upon this tract, when Fair- 
fax entered a caveat against the issuing of patents to them, and, in addi- 
tion, the restraining Order of 1733 mentioned in a previous note was 
still in force. When the dispute between Fairfax and the Crown was 
ended, in 1745, Hite and his associates claimed their patents, insisting 
that the Council Orders for their lands should be construed as grants 
within the meaning of the Act of 1748, which recited the boundary line 
controversy and confirmed the grantees of the Crown in possession of 
their lands. This Fairfax resisted, claiming that the only titles con- 
firmed by that Act were those cases in which patents had actually been 
issued by the Crown. Hite and company then instituted a chancery 
suit against Fairfax, in 1749. In October, 1771, a decree was entered in 
favor of the plaintiffs, from which Fairfax appealed to the King in 
Council, but the Revolution ended the appeal. The case was finally 
decided by the Virginia courts in 1786 in favor of Hite and his associ- 
ates. (Revised Code of Virginia, 1819, Vol. II, pp. 344-47.) The 
papers in this cause are said to have contained a full account of the cir- 
cumstances attending the settlement of the country around Winchester, 
but they were unfortunately destroyed with all other records of the 
General Court when Richmond was evacuated in 1865. 
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Claimed By the said Russell and Included within a Grant to the 
said Mackay and Hite for 100,000 acres. It is ordered that Mr. 
Rob't Brooke do Survey the Ten Thousand acres of Land 
Granted the said Russell in the Fork of Sherrando so as the 
said Survey do not Extend to the said Robert Mackay's pres- 
ent Settlem' then one mile nor above Ten miles along the River 
from his beginning place at the mouth of the Fork, and if within 
these bounds he cannot have the aforesaid Quantity of Ten 
Thousand acres that then the Survey be Extended back in a 
Streight Course from the River towards the North Branch to 
Compleat the same. 

and forasmuch as during the Dispute Between the said partys 
the Settlement of that Tract Granted to Mackey and Hite hath 
been obstructed Further time is hereby allowed them & their 
partners until Christmas 1735 to Comply with the Terms of their 
Grant and in the mean time they may proceed to Survey the 
same. 

On the Petition of Henry Willis Gent, leave is granted him 
to take up 10,000 Acres of Land in Spotsylvania County Begin- 
ning at the mouth of Happy Creek* on the Line of the Land of 
William Russell and Running Northerly between Sherrando 
River and the mountains to Compleat that Quantity. 

On the petition of William Beverly and Robert Brooke leave 
is granted them to take up 4000 acres of Land in Spotsylvania 
Countyt joining to the Land of Charles Burgess Deceased and 
the great Mountains. 

Whereas a barbarous Murder was sometime since committed 
in Spotsylvania County by some of the Northern IndiansJ and 
there being just Cause to suspect that the same was done by the 

*This land lay on the east bank of the Shenandoah. Its southern 
boundary was at present Front Royal, and it extended down the river 
into the present county of Clarke. 

fThis land lay in the Little Fork of the Rappahannock, in the pres- 
ent county of Culpeper, Charles Burgess was a resident of Lancaster 
County, Va., and in August, 1734, the General Assembly passed an Act 
concerning the settlement of his estate, which refers to land owned by 
him in the Little Fork. (Hening, Vol. IV, pp. 451-53.) 

X Governor Gooch had anticipated this action of the Council by send- 
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Nation of the Coonays [Conoys] under the Government of 
Pennsylvania The Governor is requested to write to the Gov- 

ing a letter to Hon. Patrick Gordon, then Governor of Pennsylvania, 
which bears date July 13, 1733, and states in substance that a man and 
his wife had been murdered and scalped in Spotsylvania County, Va., 
in April of that year, by the Conay (Conoy) Indians. The murdered 
persons evidently lived east of the Blue Bidge, because the Governor 
stated that the Indians had shown the scalps to "the inhabitants at the 
back of the Great Mountains." He also stated that these Indians 
lived in Pennsylvania under the protection of the Six Nations. Gov- 
ernor Gordon replied by letter dated August 10. 1734. He expressed 
regret and promised to do all in his power to bring the Indians to jus- 
tice. He also expressed the opinion that the murder had been com- 
mitted in April, 1732, a year prior to the date fixed by Governor Gooch. 
The Pennsylvanians, he said, called these Indians Ganawese. (Min- 
utes of the Provincial Council 0/ Pennsylvania, Vol. Ill, pp. 564-65.) In 
1701, the Ganawese, or Conoy, Indians were, with other tribes, parties 
to an agreement with William Penn. They were described as " inhabit- 
ing in and about the northern part of the Potomac." (Proud's History 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1798, Vol. I, p. 429.) The residence of 
this tribe upon the upper waters of the Potomac makes the suggestion 
more certain that the Conai (Conoy), now Lost River, derived its 
ancient name from them. (Virginia Magazine, Vol. XIII, p. 131.) 

Further investigation conclusively establishes the fact that there were 
no permanent Indian settlements in the Valley of Virginia when the 
whites came, except the Shawnee town at Winchester, and the Tusca- 
rora settlement on the creek of that name in present Berkeley County, 
West Virginia. After the return of Governor Keith, of Pennsylvania, 
from his visit to Williamsburg in the spring of 1721, noticed in the last 
issue of the Magazine, he held a conference with the Conestoga Indians 
at their town on July 6, 1721. In addressing them he said: "But the 
Governor of Virginia expects that you will not hunt within the Great 
Mountains on the other [south] side of the Potomac River, being it is a 
small tract of land which he keeps for the Virginia Indians to hunt in." 
(■Minutes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania, Vol. Ill, p. 122 ) 
There is also earlier evidence of the same fact. At the Albany con- 
ference of 1684, Lord Howard of Effingham, then Governor of Vir- 
ginia, in addressing the Five Nations stipulated with them as follows: 
"That you do not hinder or molest our friendly Indians from hunting 
in our Mountains, it having been their country and none of yours." 
(Colden, History of the Five Nations, London, 1755, Vol. I, p. 37, re- 
print, 1902.) .It thus seems certain that the Iroquois had conquered the 
four tribes living west of the Blue Ridge prior to 1684. ( Virginia Mag- 
azine, Vol. XIII, pp. 5-6, note.) In this conference Lord Howard 
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ernor of that Province to Enquire into the Truth of the Fact 
and to use his authority for delivering up the murderers that 
they may be punished for the said Crime. 



June 13, 1734. 

Ordered That there be paid to Major Robert Brooke for his 
Trouble in preparing a Map of the Lands of the West Side 
Sherrando River and attending to inform this Board of the 
Settlements* made thereon, the Sum of Ten Guineas out of his 
Majesty's Revenue of 2 p. Hogshead &c. 



June 14, 1734. 
[Granted] To Richard Randolph, f John Boiling & William 

charged, and the Five Nations admitted, that they had for a number of 
years past committed outrages upon the white and Indian inhabitants 
living at the heads of the Virginia rivers. The authorities quoted 
establish the fact historically that the Valley of Virginia was an 
Indian hunting ground for many years prior to the coming of the whites 
in 1730-32. If any such tribe as the Senedos, mentioned by Kercheval 
and other writers as living on the North Branch of the Shenandoah, 
ever existed, they were certainly exterminated by the Iroquois before 
1722. At the Treaty of Albany (1722), Governor Spotswood expressly 
named each Indian tribe then living in Virginia, and the Senedos were 
not among them. 

*This map, if in existence, would be of the greatest value to the his- 
tory of Virginia west of the Blue Ridge. Evidently it was prepared, 
and doubtless located each settlement then made beyond the moun- 
tains. As stated in a previous note, the map prepared in 1736-1737 by 
Robert Brooke simply shows the general topography of the Northern 
Neck. 

tThis was evidently Richard Randolph, of Curls, son of William Ran- 
dolph, of Turkey Island, founder of that distinguished family in Vir- 
ginia. He married Miss Boiling, a sister of John Boiling here men- 
tioned. (Meade, Old Churches, Ministers and Families 0/ Virginia, 
Vol. I, pp. 138-39, note). William Kennon resided at "Conjuror's 
Neck", on the Appomattox River. His sister Mary married John Boil- 
ing, of Cobbs, who was probably the person of that name mentioned in 
this Order. ( William and Mary College Quarterly, Vol. IV, pp. 132-33). 
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Kerfnon 10,000 acres in Brunswick County beginning five miles 
below the great Swamp on little Roanoak running ten miles up 
the said River including the Land on both sides the said River 
to be laid out in one or more tracts. 



Sept. 5, 1734. 

A Letter * from Patrick Gordon Esq r . Governor of the Province 
of Pennsylvania and dated the Tenth Instant was read Signify- 
ing that the Gonai [Conoy] Indians had in Conference with him 
denyed their being in any way concerned in the Murther Com- 
mitted in Spotsylvania County and its ordered that further En- 
quiry be made into the Circumstances and time of the said Murder. 



The Cherokee Indians J having sent to the Governor by Wil- 
liam Bellew an Indian Trader a Copy of the agreements Con- 
cluded by the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Their Deputys 
with a Message desiring Leave to trade here, It is the opinion of 
the Council that it is for the Public Service and benefit of the 
Colony to preserve the Friendship of the said Indians and there- 
fore that all due Encouragement be given them to continue to 
Trade with this Colony. 



Sept. 2f, 1734. 
For Reasons appearing to this Board It is this Day Ordered 

* This Order should be read in connection with note 9. 

X The Cherokees were the strongest of the southern Indian tribes. 
They occupied the mountain regions of North and South Carolina, 
Georgia and east Tennessee. In Virginia they claimed the southwest- 
ern portion of the Valley as far north as the Peaks of Otter. This tribe 
is identified as the Rechahecrian, or Rickohockan, Indians, who came 
down from the mountains in 1654 or 1656 and defeated the Virginians 
and Patnunkeys in the greatest Indian battle ever fought in the colony. 
This engagement occurred in the immediate vicinity of present Rich- 
mond, Va. (Mooney, The Siouan Tribes of the East, pp. 8, 28). In 
1721 the Cherokees numbered 3,800 warriors; were a warlike nation, 
and lived in the Appalachian Mountains. {North Carolina Colonial 
Records, Vol. II, p. 422). The later history of this tribe is too well 
known to require further mention here. 
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by the Governor in Council that the time Limitted to William 
Russell by an order of Council the 21st Day of June last to Sur- 
vey Lands on the Eastern Side Sherrando River be extended 
to the fifteenth Day of April next. 



Oct. 28, 1734. 

On Reading at the Board the petition of John Tayloe and 
Thomas Lee Esq", and William Beverly Gent, praying a Grant 
for 60000 acres of Land on the West Side the great Mountains on 
Sherrando [Shenandoah] River beginning on Jacob Stover's 
upper Tract* upon the Condition of Seating thereon one Familie 

•Jacob Stover's upper tract lay on the Shenandoah immediately be- 
low the present village of Port Republic, Rockingham county, Va., and 
therefore the land granted by this Order embraced territory to the south 
and west of that place. 

The will of Robert Brooke, Jr., "Knight of the Golden Horse Shoe," 
dated April 15, 1736, states that he had been employed to survey this 
tract, and had already partially completed his task. He and William 
Russell were each to receive twelve thousand acres of the grant. The 
will also indicates that a supplemental Order concerning this tract had 
been passed April 23, 1735. (Virginia Magazine, Vol. IX, pp. 436-37). 
Near Port Republic is "Madison Hall," the birthplace of Rev. James 
Madison, first Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Virginia. The present 
owner of this place is Dr. Albert S. Kemper. John Madison, father of 
the Bishop, removed from Orange County to the Valley before the 
organization of Augusta, of which latter county he was the first clerk. 
In 1 755 he built a fort at " Madison Hall " for protection against the In- 
dians. (Waddell, Annals 0/ Augusta County, 2nd ed., 1902, pp. 112- 

"3). 
In many respects this is one of the most important Orders of the 

series, because the Virginia Council now commenced to deal with ter- 
ritory lying in the present county of Augusta. It also completes a series 
of large grants lying along the Shenandoah and extending up that stream 
from Front Royal to Port Republic. None of the previous Orders in- 
dioate any grants prior to this date in the main Valley of Virginia west 
of the Massanutton range and south of present Frederick County. The 
grants to Jacob Stover in 1730; John Fishback and his associates in 
1731, and Francis Willis and William Beverly in 1732, all of which 
were on the South Branch of the Shenandoah, conclusively show that 
the trend of settlement up the Valley of Virginia was along that stream 
between the Massanutton range and the Blue Ridge. Unfortunately, no 
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for each Thousand acres within two years It is ordered that 
Leave be granted the petitioners to Survey and Patent said 

contemporaneous history of these settlements is known to exist, but the 
conclusion must follow that the grantees of these lands made every effort 
to comply with the conditions imposed to settle one family upon each 
thousand acres within two years. It therefore follows that by the year 
1736 the section between Port Republic and Front Royal was, in a limited 
degree, an inhabited country. 

At the date of this Order the present county of Augusta was in its 
very infancy, but was soon to be settled by the Scotch-Irish. John 
Lewis was the first of that race to locate in the upper Valley. He came 
in 1732, and his home was on the present New Hope road about two 
miles east of Staunton. Within six years from the coming of Col. Lewis 
he was joined by many other Scotch-Irish families. All of these early 
settlers took title to their lands from William Beverly, who acquired, on 
Sept. 7, 1736, a grant of 118,491 acres, including the site of present 
Staunton and surrounding country. This tract was known as " Beverly's 
Manor." (Waddell, Annals of Augusta County, p. 29). 

By the year 1734 the westward movement of Virginia began to assume 
definite shape and purpose. The few settlements, however, were widely 
separated and large areas of country entirely destitute of inhabitants. 
"The Moravian Diaries of Travel through Virginia," which have ap- 
peared in recent issues of this Magazine, show how sparsely the country 
was settled in the years 1743, 1748, and 1751. The country abounded in 
game, and the buffalo, elk, deer, and bear were to be found everywhere 
in the Valley of Virginia. Wolves were so numerous that in 1742 the 
inhabitants of present Augusta County petitioned the General Assembly 
to levy a tax to be used in hiring persons to destroy these animals, and 
in 1745 legislation of a similar nature was enacted for the benefit of 
present Frederick County. (Heniug, Vol. V, pp. 187-89, 373-75). Al- 
though destitute of Indian inhabitants, the Valley was still a great highway 
through which the contending tribes of north and south passed and re- 
passed in their perpetual wars. After the year 1734 the westward ex- 
tension of Virginia begins to fall within the domain of written history, 
but at this period the white man had just established himself in the 
Valley of Virginia. It has been seen how liberal was the policy of the 
Colonial Government in granting lands, provided actual settlers were 
brought to live upon them. Within twelve years (1722-1734; the frontier 
line had advanced from the head of Tidewater to the Alleghanies, a 
distance of about one hundred miles in a straight line. The times con- 
sidered, this was a great accomplishment. The Blue Ridge, regarded 
for more than a century by the early inhabitants of the colony as an in- 
surmountable barrier, had been crossed, and lands lying beyond the 
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Quantity of 60000 acres of Land lying above the said Stover's 
upper Tract upon the Terms proposed by them on giving Bond 
to his Majesties the usual purchase of Rights for so much there- 
of as Shall not be so Seated by them within the Time before 
mentioned. 



ADDITIONS. 

[The Council Order here printed is believed with certainty to 
be the first record made in Virginia concerning the German 
colonists who settled at Germanna in 1714. The hitherto un- 
published extracts from the court records of Spotsylvania County, 
Virginia, which follow, also furnish for the first time positive 
evidence as to the persons who composed the colony of 17 14, 
as well as the later colony of 1717. Germanna was founded by 
Governor Spotswood, who led the westward movement of Vir- 
ginia in the early years of the 18th century, and therefore it is 
deemed peculiarly appropriate to conclude with this material, 
which was not discovered until after the series had been com- 
menced. — Editor]. 

[Order of the Virginia Executive Council]. 

April 28, 17 14. 

The Governor acquainting the Council that Sundry Germans 
to the number of forty two men women & children who were 
invited hither by the Baron de Graffinreid* are now arrived, 

first ridges of the Alleghanies acquired. To explore, settle, and civilize 
the country beyond the latter mountains was the next task of the men 
of the Valley of Virginia, and bow well and quickly the work was done 
constitutes one of the most fascinating chapters in our national history. 

*This order positively confirms the conclusions reached by several 
writers in tecent years concerning the German Reformed colony of 
17 14, the first to settle at Germanna, and fully identifies it as the colony 
whose arrival was expected by Governor Spotswood in the spring of 
that year. The evidence is now complete that it was the same colony 
which Baron De Graffenreid met in London in the summer of 1713, and 
which, accordiug to his autobiography, sailed to Virginia in the spring 
of 1714. It also proves conclusively that these colonists came directly 
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but that the said Baron not being- here to take care of this Settle- 
ment, The Governor therefore proposed to settle them above 
the falls of Rappahannock River to serve as a Barrier to the In- 
habitants of that part of the Country against the Incursion of the 
Indians and desiring the opinion of the Council whether in con- 
sideration of their usefulness for that purpose the Charge of 
building them a Fort, clearing a road to their settlement & 

from Germany, and were not a remnant of the Newbern colony, as con- 
jectured by Dr. Slaughter in his History of St. Mark's Parish. 

Further record evidence concerning this colony is to be found in 
Spotswood's Official Letters, Vol. II, (indexed under German Pro- 
testants, etc.). and the Genealogy of the Kemper Family, by Willis M. 
Kemper, Esq., of Cincinnati, Ohio. In his sketch entitled "The First 
German Reformed Colony in Virginia, 1714-1750," Rev. William J. 
Hinke, of Philadelphia, Pa., has admirably summed up the history of 
this colony, based upon documentary evidence gathered from many 
sources. The documents here printed simply place beyond contro- 
versy the conclusions reached by these two writers. For Prof. Hinke's 
valuable article, see Journal of the Presbyterian Historical Society, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Vol. II, 1903, pp. 7-17, 98-110, 140-150. For further 
reference to the colony of 17 14, see Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography, Vol. XI, pp. 231-34, 241-42, 375"78; Vol. XII, pp. 74~75- 

The history of Germanna is of importance because the colonists of 
17 14 were the first organized body of Germans who came as permanent 
settlers to Virginia, and were the pioneers of that sturdy element which 
has done so much to develop the western part of the State. Germanna 
was the first county seat of Spotsylvania in 1722, and continued as such 
until 1732. It was originally in old Essex County, but is now in the 
eastern portion of present Orange County, on the south bank of the 
Rapidan, about thirty miles above Fredericksburg. For at least seven 
years Germanna was an armed fort on the extreme western frontier of 
Virginia, as it then existed. 

This Council Order shows that the first employment of these colo- 
nists consisted in guarding the frontiers in that section of Virginia. 
Commencing in 1684, and continued by various Acts of Assembly, 
rangers were appointed to scout and patrol the upper parts of James, 
York, Rappahannock and Potomac rivers, as safeguards against Indian 
incursions. (Hening, Vol. Ill, pp. 17-21). The act under which the 
colonists of 17 14 were designated as rangers was passed in November, 
171 1, and provided that each company should consist of a lieutenant and 
eleven men— just the number of adults in the colony. {Idem, Vol. IV, 
pp. 9-12). 
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carrying thither two pieces of Canon & some ammunition may 
not properly be defrayed by the publick. 

It is the unanimous opinion of this Board that the S" Settle- 
ment, tending so much to the Security of that part of the Front- 
iers, It is reasonable that the expense proposed by the Gover- 
nor in making thereof should be defrayed at the publick charge 
of the Government, and that a quantity of powder & ball be de- 
livered for their use out of her Majesties Magazine. And be- 
cause the S* Germans arriving so late cannot possibly this year 
cultivate any ground for thepr] Subsistance, much less be, able 
to pay the publick Levies of the Government, It is the opinion 
of this Board that they be put under the denomination of Rangers 
to exempt them from that charge, And for the better enabling 
the S 4 . Germans to supply by hunting the want of other pro- 
visions, It is also ordered that all other persons be restrained 
from hunting on any unpatented Lands near the Settlement. 



[Extracts from the Court Records of Spotsylvania County, 
Virginia. In these Orders the present forms of surnames, and 
in some cases the full Christian names, are shown in square 
brackets. The original forms of surnames are given in notes. 
It will be observed that the English clerk who made the en- 
tries distorted some of these German names almost beyond 
recognition. — Editor .] 

At a Court held per adjournment from yesterday the 7th 
day of July Anno Dom. 1724. 

In the action of debt* brought by Coll. Alexander Spots- 

*CounciI Order of April 23, 1724, relates to the petition of Zerichias 
Fleshman and George Utz, representing themselves "and fourteen 
other high-Germans," then being sued by Col. Spotswood on account 
of their transportation charges to Virginia They resided at that time 
near Germanna. ( Virginia Magazine, History and Biography, Vol. 

XII, pp. 35O-S0- 

The names of eighteen defendants are given in this group of Court 
Orders, but two of them (Ballenger and Holt) are clearly not German 
names. The names of the remaining sixteen defendants positively in- 
dicate their German origin. The original forms of the surnames of this 
group are as follows: Paulitz, Jeager, Blankenbecker, Klohr, Koch, 
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wood pit. against Philip Paulitz defend' t. The defndt. failing 
to appear and answer the same, order is granted against him 
& the Sheriff. 

Scheibli, Schmidt, Meyer, Kaffer, Fleischman, Utz. Bryol is perhaps 
Briel, and Auburge is given in a subsequent Order as Ausbergur. Of 
these defendants, three stated when proving their importations that 
they came to Virginia in 1717, and four others that they came "about 
nine years since," i. e., prior to May 2, 1727. It is therefore safe to 
affirm that all these defendants came in 1717. Four others (Christopher 
Zimmerman, Jacob Bryol, Andrew Kerkerjand Christopher Pavlur, or 
Parlur) do not appear in this list, although the importation Orders show 
that they came in 1717. This was probably because their obligations to 
Colonel Spotswood had been discharged. These four persons, added 
to the sixteen defendants named, make twenty families, which accounts 
in full for the colony of 17 17. 

A third colony, numbering forty families, came to Germanna or its 
immediate vicinity in 1719 or 1721, as evidenced by the importation 
Orders of John Broil, (2d), and William Carpenter. These two colonies 
were of the F.vangelical Lutheran faith, and probably in the year 1726 
removed to the Robinson River section, in the present Madison County, 
Va., where they built Hebron Church in 1740. 

Other certified Court Orders from Spotsylvania show that Mr. Henry 
Conyers was attorney for the Germans, and Col. William Robinson for 
Col. Spotswood. These Orders also show that on July 6, 1725, upon 
petition of Michael Cook, Henry Snyder and other Germans, leave was 
granted them to clear a road from the ferry at Germanna to Smith's 
Island up the Rapidan. This indicates that these Germans were then 
living in the neighborhood of Germanna. 

October 5, 1725, William Beverly, Gent., was allowed one day's at- 
tendance (sixty pounds of tobacco) in the action against Conrad Aus- 
burg, " as one that lives in another county "—probably Stafford. 

Nov. 1, 1726, on petition of the Germans, Francis Kirkley and George 
James were ordered ''to lay out and make the most convenient way for 
ye Germans' Mountain Road," and Michael Holt was appointed over- 
seer. This, in all probability, was the year of their removal from Ger- 
manna, the term "Mountain Road" meaning the way to their settle- 
ment near the base of the Blue Ridge. 

August 2, 1727, Mr. Robert Spotswood asked the Court to remove 
Michael Holt as surveyor of the " Mountain Road ", which was done, 
and Michael Clore appointed in his place. 

July 2, 1728, Michael Clore and George Outz (Utz), on behalf of them- 
selves and "several other of the German inhabitants of this county at 
Smith's Island," asked leave to clear a road from said island into the 
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Ditto against Conrad Auburge [?], the same order, he not 
appearing. 

Ditto, against Nicholas Jeager [Yager], he not appearing the 
same order is granted. 

Ditto, against Balthaser Blanker bucker [Blankenbaker], the 
same order granted, he not appearing. 

Ditto, against Michael Clore, continued by consent of each 
partie. 

main road from "Germania Ferry to the Mountain run." Petition granted, 
and Michael Clore appointed overseer. 

June 3, 1729, Michael Clore's petition was presented to have a road 
cleared from Mr. John Lightfoot's plantation into the Germanna road. 
Granted, and Conrad Ausbergur and others were ordered to assist 
Clore, with Christopher Zimmerman as overseer. 

August 5, 1729, Michael Holt and others obtained permission to clear 
a road from the island in the first fork of White Oak Run, "for to roll 
their tobacco." 

March 3, 1729, Michael Cook was appointed to " serve as Constable 
for the Germans above the Crooked Run in the fork ol the Robinson 
and so to the North River in this County." 

June 1, 1725, Robert Turner, one of the Germans who proved his im- 
portation as of the year 1720, was appointed a Constable. 

Other Orders relating to roads in old Spotsylvania County were en- 
tered at this period, showing the trend of settlement up the valley of the 
Rapidan. Feb. 2, 1730, an Order was entered extending a road from 
John Christopher's to a point in the fork of Robinson River, and thence 
to the foot of Neal's Mountain. Finally, on May 1, 1733, Isaac Norman 
was discharged as overseer of the road from the "Mountain Tract to 
Jonas Jenkins at the Great Mountain," and John Naul ordered to serve 
in his stead. No doubt this road was soon extended across the Blue 
Ridge by way of Swift Run Gap. 

These Germans were visited by Gottschalk, the Moravian missionary, 
in 1748, who states that most of them came from Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many. ( Virginia Magazine 0/ History aud Biography, Vol. XI, pp. 
230-31). The contemporaneous documentary history ot these Germans 
is brief and fragmentary, but Prof. Hinke presents it clearly in his sketch 
of the German Reformed colony of 1714, cited in a previous note. The 
removal of the Lutheran colonists to the Robinson River in 1726, was 
the second advance of Virginia to the west during the period covered 
by these Council Orders. The frontier line was now at the eastern base 
of the Blue Ridge, and preceding Orders and notes have shown its ex- 
tension beyond these mountains. 
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Ditto, against Michael Cook, continued by consent of each 
partie. 

Ditto, against Andrew Ballenger, there being no appear- 
ance of either party: ordered that the suit be dismissed. 

Ditto, against George Sheible: at ye defendants motion 
Oyer is granted. 

Ditto, against John Bryol [Broil], the defendants failing to 
appear & answer, order is granted against ye Sheriff and de- 
fendant. 

Ditto, against Michael Smith, the same order granted. 

Ditto, against George Mayer [Meyer], the same order. 

Ditto, against Michael Kaifer [Kaffer]: the same order. 

Ditto, against Mathias Blan ker bucker [Blankenbaker] : the 
same order. 

Ditto, against Michael Holt : the plaintiff not appearing to 
prosecute, ordered that the said suit be dismissed. 

Ditto, against Gyracus [Zerichias] Fleshman; continued by 
consent of each party. 

Ditto, against Nicholas Blankerbucker [Blankenbaker] is con- 
tinued by consent. 

Ditto, against Hendrick Snider [Snyder] : the defendt. fail- 
ing to appear & answer: order is granted against him and the 
Sheriff. 

Ditto, against George Utz: the plaintiff failing to appear and 

prosecute, ordered that the said suit be dismissed. 

A true copy 

Teste: T. A. Harris, Clerk. 
[Jan. ioth, 1906]. 



At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on Tuesday the 7th 
day of April 1724. (Will Book A, p. 69). 

Jacob Holxrow [Holtzclaw],* in order to prove his right to 

*The original German forms of the surnames of the 1714 colonists 
are: Holzklau. Kemper, Martin, Spielmann, Fischbach, Hoffmann, 
Kuntz, Richter, Brumbach, Weber, and Heide. Of these names, Kemper 
and Martin alone remain unchanged in all respects. These colonists 
were invited by Baron De Graffenreid to come to Virginia for the ex- 
press purpose of developing Governor Spotswood's iron properties. 
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take up land according to the Royal Charter, made oath that 

Their original homes were in the old principality of Nassau Siegen, 
Germany, now a part of Westphalia, and they resided in the city of 
Siegen, the town of Muesen, and adjacent places. Although residents 
of Stafford County, they doubtless proved their importations at Ger- 
manna because of their acquaintance with Governor Spots wood. 

Colonel Spotswood made the positive claim to Colonel William Byrd 
in 1732 that he had built the first blast furnace in North America, and 
that in New England and Pennsylvania they had relied altogether upon 
"bloomeries" until his example made them attempt greater things. 
(Byrd, History of the Dividing Line, Vol. II, p. 60). The Fry and 
Jefferson Map (1751) shows "Tubal" on the south bank of the Rappa- 
hannock about ten miles northwest of Fredericksburg. This was the 
furnace built by the colony of 1714, and here comparatively modern 
methods in the manufacture of iron in this country were introduced. 

These colonists remained at Germanna until the year 1721, when they 
acquired lands in the Northern Neck and removed about twenty miles 
northward from Germanna, locating in old Stafford Countv. That sec- 
tion of Stafford fell into Prince William in 1730, and later (1759) into 
present Fauquier County. Their new home, called Germantown, was 
on Licking Run about eight miles south of present Warrenton, Va. 
Midland Station, on the Southern Railroad, is near this ancient settle- 
ment, which, in 1721, marked the farthest westward advance of civiliza- 
tion in Virginia. The importance of the preceding Council Order, and 
the Court Orders relating to the colonists of 17 14, consists in the fact 
that these documents settle every doubt which has been raised with 
reference to the time when and place from which they came. The 
Court Orders also furnish for the first time positive evidence with 
reference to the names of all the persons who composed this colony. 
One of them, Jacob Holtzclaw, was naturalized (uly 11, 1722, and his 
papers state that he was a native of Nassau-Siegen. .(Spotsylvania 
County Records, 1905, p. 96). These colonists were visited in 1748 by 
Gottschalk and Spangenberg, missionaries of the Moravian Church, 
who relate in their diaries that these people were natives of Nassau- 
Siegen. ( Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. XI, pp. 
232-33, 241). On p. 231 of the Magazine quoted above, the Christian 
name of John Kemper's wife (ancestress of the writer) is given as Ells- 
beth. This is an error. Her name was Alice Kathrina, as shown by 
the Court Order of her husband proving their importation. The writings 
of Willis M. Kemper, Esq.,- and Rev. William J. Hinke, referred to in a 
previous note, embody all the known history of Germanna and German- 
town. To the latter, the writer is much indebted for valuable assist- 
ance in properly rendering the German names which appear in these 
Orders. 
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he came into this country in the month of Aprill 1714 and that 
he brought with him Margaret his wife, and John and Henry 
his two sons, and that this is the first time of proving their said 
importation, whereupon certificates is ordered to be granted 
them of right to take up two hundred acres of land. 

John Camper [Kemper], in order to prove his right to take 
up land according to the Royal Charter; made oath that he 
came into this country in the month of Aprill, 17 14, and that 
he brought with him Alice Kathrina his wife, and that this is 
the first time of proving their said importation, whereupon 
certificate is ordered to be granted them of right to take up one 
hundred acres of land. 

Johannas [John Joseph] Martin in order to prove his right to 
take up land according to the Royal Charter: made oath that 
he came into this Country in the month of Aprill 1714, and 
that he brought with him Maria Kathrina his wife, and that 
this is the first time of proving their said importation, where- 
upon certificate is ordered to be granted them of right to take 
up one hundred acres of land. 



At a Court held per adjournment from yesterday the and. 
day of June, 1724, for Spotsylvania County. (Will Book A, pp. 
3-4). ' ' ' 

John Spellman [Spillman] in order to prove his right to take 
up land according to the Royal Charter : made oath that he 
came into this colony to dwell in the year 1714 and that he 
brought with him his wife Mary ; and that this is the first time 
of proving their said importation, whereupon certificate is order- 
ed to be granted them of right to take up one hundred acres of 
land. 

Hamon Fitshback [Herman Fishback] in order to prove his 
right to take up land according to the Royal Charter; made 
oath that he came into this Colony to dwell in the year 17 14: 
and that he brought with him Kathrina his wife, and that this is 
the first time of proving their said importation: whereupon cer- 
tificate is ordered to be granted them of right to take up one 
hundred acres of land. 
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John Huffman [John Henry Hoffman], the same order for 
himself and Kathrina his wife. 

Joseph Guntz [Coons], the same order for himself and Kath- 
erina his wife, and his son John Annalis [«'c] and Kathrina his 
daughter. 

John Fitshback [Fishback], the same order for himself and 
Agnes his wife. 

Jacob Rickart [Rector], the same order for himself and Eliza- 
beth his wife & his son John. 

Milchert [Melchior] Brumback, the same order for himself and 
his wife Elizabeth. 

Dillman Weaver, the same order for himself and Ann Weaver 
his mother. 

Lekewin [Likewise ?] Peter Hitt, the same order for himself 
and Elizabeth his wife. 

These certificates were not issued until May 30th. 1729. 
A true copy, 

Teste: T. A. Harris, Clerk. 

[Jan. 10, 1906]. 

[On the same day the following Germans also proved their 
importations, recorded in Will Book A, pp. 68-69] : 

John Broil in order to prove his right to take up land accord- 
ing to the Royal Charter made oath yt. he came into this Coun- 
try in the month of November 1719: and that this is the first 
time of proving his said importation; whereupon certificate is 
ordered to be granted him of right to take up fifty acres of 
land. 

Frederick Cobbler in order to prove his right to take up land 
according to the Royal Charter: made oath that he came into 
this country in the month of January 1718. and he brought with 
him Barbara his wife: and that this is the first time of proving 
their said importation; whereupon certificate is ordered to be 
granted them of right to take up one hundred acres of land. 



At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on Thursday the 
fifth day of April Anno Dom. 1726. (Order Book 172410 1730, 
pp. 107-108). 
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On petition of Christopher Zimerman in order to prove his 
right to take up land according to the Royal Charter, made 
oath that he came into this country in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and seventeen, and that he brought 
Elizabeth his wife and John and Andrew his children with him, 
& that this is the first time of his proving their said importation, 
whereupon certificate is ordered to be granted them of right to 
take up one hundred acres of land. 

On petition of Henry Snyder in order to prove his right to 
take up land according to the Royal Charter, made oath that he 
came into this country in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventeen, and that he brought Dorathy his 
wife with him, and that this is the first time of his proving their 
said importation, whereupon certificate is ordered to be granted 
them of right to take up one hundred acres of land. 

On petition of Mathew [Michael] Smith in order to prove his 
right to take up land according to the Royal Charter, made 
oath that he came into this country in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and seventeen, and brought with him Kathrina 
his wife, and that this is the first time of proving their said im- 
portation, whereupon certificate is ordered to be granted them 
of right to take up one hundred acres of land. 

Michael Cock [Cook] in order to prove his right to take up 
land according to the Royal Charter made oath that he came 
into this country in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
seventeen, and brought his wife Mary with him, and that this is 
the first time of proving their said importation, whereupon cer- 
tificate is ordered to be granted them to take up one hundred 
acres of land. 

Andrew Kerker in order to prove his right to take up land 
according to the Royal Charter, made oath that he came into 
this country in the year of our Lord 1717, and brought Marga- 
rita his wife and Barbara his daughter with him and that this is 
the first time of his proving their said importation, whereupon 
certificate is ordered to be granted them of right to take up one 
hundred & fifty acres of land. 
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William Carpenter* in order to prove his right to take up 
land according to the Royal Charter, made oath that he came 
into this country in the year of our Lord 1721, and brought 
Elizabeth his wife with him, and that this is the first time of his 
proving their said importation, whereupon certificate is ordered 
to be granted them of right to take up 100 acres of land. 

Christopher Pavlur, or Parlur in order to prove his right to 
take up land according to the Royal Charter, made oath that 
he came into this country in the year 17 17, and brought his 
wife Pauera with him, and that this is the first time of his proving 
their said importation, whereupon certificate is ordered to be 
granted them of right to take up 100 acres of land. 



At a court held for Spotsylvania County on Tuesday ye second 
day of May 1727. (Order Book 1724 to 1730, p. 142). 

On petition of Jacob Bryol [Broil] in order to prove his right 
to take up land according to the Royal Charter, made oath that 
he came into this country about nine years since wi[th] Capt. 
Scott, and that this is the first time of his proving his said im- 
portation, whereupon certificate is ordered to be granted him of 
right to take up fifty acres of land. 

On petition of John Bryoll [Broil] in order to prove his right 
to take up land according to his Maj'ties Royal Charter, made 
oath that he came into this country about nine years since wi[th] 
Capt. Scott, and that he brought Ursley his wife and two chil- 
dren named Conrad and Elizabeth with him and that this is the 
first time of his proving the said importations, whereupon certifi- 
cate is ordered to be granted them of right to take up two hun- 
dred acres of land. 

•Carpenter is the English translation of Zimmerman. In 1733 and 
1734, Michael Cook, Michael Smith, Michael Clore, Andrew Kercher 
and George Utz, whose names appear in these Orders, were church 
wardens of Hebron church. The name, Hans Zeuche, also appears in 
this connection in 1734. (Orange County Records; Wills; I735-I743, 
pp. 54-57)- 
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On petition of Nicholas Yeager in order to prove his right to 
take up land according to his Maj'ties Royal Charter, made 
oath that he came into this country about nine years since wi[th] 
Capt. Scott, and that he brought Mary his wife and two children 
Adam and Mary with him, and that this is the first time of 
proving the said importation, whereupon certificate is ordered 
to be granted him of right to take up two hundred acres of 
land. 

Philip Paulitz in order to prove his right to take up land ac- 
cording to his Maj'ties Royal Charter made oath that he came 
into this country about nine years since wi[th] Capt. Scott, and 
that he brought with him Rose his wife and two children named 
Margaret and Katherina, and that this is the first time of his 
proving the said importation, whereupon certificate is ordered 
to be granted him of right to take up two hundred acres of 
land. 



At a Court held and continued for Spotsylvania County No- 
vember 8th, 1727. (Order Book 1724 to 1730, p. 214). 

On petition of Robert Turner, a German, in order to prove 
his right to take up land according to his Majesties Royal 
Charter, made oath that he came into this Colony in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty and that he brought 
his wife named Mary and his children named Christopher, 
Christianna, Kathrina, Mary & Parva, and that this is the first 
time of proving the said importation, thereupon certificate is 
ordered to be granted him of right to take up three hundred 
and fifty acres of land. 



CORRECTIONS. 

In the April number, 1905, of the Magazine, on pp. 338 and 
345 (notes), for Colonial History of New York, read Docu- 
ments Relative to the Colonial History of New York. In the 
same number, p. 344, the date of map cited should read 1758. 

On p. 119, October number, 1905, in Revised Code of Vir- 
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ginia, for 1818, read 1819 (note). In the same number, p. 124, 
for Governor Hamilton, read Governor Keith. In the same 
number, p. 133, a statement is made from which an unfavorable 
inference may be drawn relative to Jost Hite and Robert McKay. 
This note was based upon a copy of the Council Order to which 
it relates, from which an entire line had been inadvertently 
omitted and the sense preserved. This line was sdbsequently 
inserted after the note had been written, but consideration was 
not given to its effect upon the note. It is but just to say that 
the fullest investigation leads to the conclusion that Hite was 
eminently fair in all of his land transactions, while himself suffer- 
ing much injustice at the hands of Lord Fairfax. 

In the January number of the Magazine, p. 286, in the note 
concerning "Cape Leanock" river, it was intended to say that 
the correct spelling would have made it read one word instead 
of two. 
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